
1 

Episode 8: Friendly Advice 
 

Narrator: 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the final episode of our eight part story, Tough Love.  If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Tough Love, Emily and Nirvay had an 

uncomfortable conversation when Emily learned about Nirvay’s family life and culture. She 

didn’t realize how different their cultures were. On the following day, Emily is now seeking 

advice from her friends.  

 

(Emily walks into her dorm room) 

Sumin: Hey! Finished with class? 

Emily: Yup. I wasn’t really paying attention in class though. 

Sumin: What? You’re always a good student, did something happen? 

Emily: Yeah. Last night I was studying in the library with Nirvay and we kinda got into this weird 

argument. 

Sumin: What? You’ve only been dating for a month and you already had a fight? 

Emily: It’s complicated. 

Sumin: Tell me exactly what happened. 

Emily: Okay, so last night we started talking about his favorite food and I don’t like his favorite 

food. 

Sumin: What’s his favorite food? 

Emily: Rice and lentils!  

Sumin: Uh ok. That’s it? 
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Emily: Well, I guess more importantly he’s Hindu. 

Sumin: So? 

Emily: Well, you know about hinduism, right? It’s all about arranged marriages, ceremonies, and 

staying in the house. I may even have to wear a headdress! Plus, his parents probably won’t 

even like me or accept our relationship! 

Sumin: This is ridiculous! You need to calm down. 

Emily: How can I be calm when the person I care about most is so different from me?  

Sumin: First of all, you’re making assumptions based on stereotypes. Did you even ask Nirvay 

about what he believes in his religion? 

Emily: Well, no, we were too busy arguing. I didn’t realize how we came from different cultures 

and religions. 

Sumin: Well, you know, you and I came from different cultures and religions and we’re really 

good friends. 

Emily: What? 

Sumin: I’m Buddhist.  

Emily: You didn’t tell me that. 

Sumin: Well, Buddhism doesn’t define my relationships. That’s probably the same for Nirvay. 

Emily: But it’s different. I’m not dating you. 

Sumin: I don’t think you understand what I’m saying. Do you understand English? 

Emily: Now is not the time for jokes, Sumin.  

Sumin: I’m not joking. I’m trying to help you. I think you should talk to Nirvay to solve this 

problem.  

Emily: Ugh fine. I think his class ends soon anyway. I’ll go see him.  

(transition music) 
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Dr. Night: Emily! Where are you going? 

Emily: To the science building. 

Dr. Night: Oh, I’m walking in the same direction. I parked my car beside the science building. 

Emily: Oh? 

Dr. Night: You look kind of stressed. Is something wrong? 

Emily: How do you always know these things? 

Dr. Night: As a teacher, I’ve learned what a stressed student looks like. 

Emily: Well, that’s kind of me. 

Dr. Night: (sigh) What happened?  

Emily: (sigh) It’s complicated. 

Dr. Night: Is it your school work? 

Emily: Not really. 

Dr. Night: Is it about Nirvay? 

Emily: Yeah… 

Dr. Night: Do you wanna talk about it? 

Emily: Yeah, I think I need some advice. 

Dr. Night: Well, I am the advisor to ISA. It’s my job. 

Emily: (laugh) Well, last night me and Nirvay got into a fight about our cultural differences. 

Dr. Night: Yeah, go on. 

Emily: I didn’t know he was Hindu and it seems like I wouldn’t fit into that kind of lifestyle. 

Dr. Night: What do you mean? 

Emily: We like different food for starters. We grew up with different parenting styles. We 

celebrate different traditions. We’re just so different. 
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Dr. Night: Cultural differences aren’t bad. It just seems like you don’t know much about his 

culture. The fun part about dating is to learn about the other person’s life, which includes their 

culture. If you try to understand his side of the story, you might find out that your cultures aren’t 

so different.  

Emily: Hmmm, I guess I was too quick to judge. I didn’t really let him explain his story either. 

Dr. Night: Try approaching this situation with an open mind. It might help you overcome 

challenges. This isn’t easy, but love is tough.  

Emily: Tell me about it.  

Nirvay: (yells from far away) Emily! 

Dr. Night: I’ll leave you to it. Good luck. I believe you two can make things work. I set you up for 

a reason.  

(running sounds) 

Nirvay: Emily, you have not texted me back since last night. 

Emily: I know, I’m sorry. I needed to think about some things. 

Nirvay: What were you thinking about? 

Emily: Just that big fight we had last night. 

Nirvay: What fight last night? 

Emily: You know at the library about our cultural differences. 

Nirvay: You thought that was a fight? 

Emily: Yeah, I couldn’t stop thinking about it.  

Nirvay: I thought we were just talking. 

Emily: Well, I didn’t feel that way. All the things you said made me see how different we are. 

Nirvay: You did ask some weird questions, but I just thought you did not know about my culture. 

Emily: That’s the problem! I don’t know anything about your culture. 
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Nirvay: That’s not a problem. I can teach you what my culture is about.  

Emily: Yeah, after talking to Sumin and Dr. Night I think I overreacted. I’m so sorry. I shouldn’t 

assume things about you. 

Nirvay: It’s okay. I want us to get to know each other better and that includes our cultures. I think 

we will find out that we are more similar than different.  

Emily: You’re right. 

Nirvay: I love you. 

Emily: Wh-what? Isn’t this kind of soon? 

Nirvay: But that’s what we do in Nepal. 

Emily: Oh.. ummm I.. uhhh 

Nirvay: Emily, I’m just kidding! Let’s go get dinner. 

Emily: (sigh of relief) Okay, let’s get outta here.  

 

Narrator: That’s the end of our Tough Love story. What do you think “tough Love” is? Thanks for 

listening for the past eight weeks. Feel free to leave comments or suggestions at alleande.com. 

We hope you enjoyed listening and please stay tuned for our next story, which is a murder 

mystery. See you next time!  

http://www.alleande.com/

