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Episode 6: The Aftermath 

Narrator: 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the sixth episode of our eight part story, Tough Love.  If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Tough Love, Emily broke up with Alex. 

After they broke up, Alex and Sumin left the party together. When Sumin realized who Alex was, 

she apologized to Emily. When Alex came to Emily’s room one last time, the relationship ended 

permanently. This episode happens a month later in February. Let’s see how Emily is doing. 

 

Sumin: Ready to go to the ISA meeting? 

Emily: Yeah! Let’s go. 

(walking sounds) 

Sumin: Oh, what time are you leaving for your internship tomorrow? 

Emily: At 3. You know, this internship has really helped me stay busy since the breakup.  

Sumin: Uh-huh 

Emily: Honestly, I feel so relieved. Even though I’m busy with school, the internship, and ISA, 

now that I’m single, I can focus on myself. 

Sumin: So you’re single and ready to mingle? Yoohoo!! 

Emily: Ahh I’m not sure if I’m ready to be in another relationship yet. 

Sumin: But I think there is someone in ISA who has a crush on you. 

Emily: Who? 

Dr. Night: Ladies! It’s so good to see you again. Are you ready for the meeting? 

Sumin: Of course, Dr. Night.  



2 

Emily: Where’s Maria? 

Dr. Night: Oh, she’s sick, so I’ll be leading the meeting.  

Nirvay: Hey Emily!  

Emily: Oh, hey Nirvay! 

Nirvay: Emily, do you have the budget for the upcoming Valentine's Day event? 

Sumin: Ummm, Nirvay, I’m here, too. 

Nirvay: Oh... sorry Sumin. How are you doing? 

Sumin: I’m doing well. But you seem happy that we walked in. 

Dr. Night: Okay everyone, take a seat. Let’s start the meeting. 

(sound transition) 

Nirvay: Hey. Emily. Can I talk to you for a second? 

Emily: Sure, what’s up? 

Nirvay: So you know this next event is Valentines Day…. 

Emily: Yeah, I’m looking forward to it. 

Nirvay: And we’re supposed to bring dates. 

Emily: Oh, right! I totally forgot about that. 

Nirvay: Well, I was wondering if you’d be my date? 

Emily: Oh. 

Nirvay: I know you recently broke up with your boyfriend, but I started to like you since the last 

semester. 

Emily: Oh. 

Nirvay: I can see that you’re surprised. So just think about it and let me know.  

Dr. Night: Emily! I have a question to ask you. 

Nirvay: I should go.  
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(Nirvay quickly walks away) 

Dr. Night: So can you email me the budget plan for the event? 

Emily: Sh...sure. 

Dr. Night: Emily, are you alright? 

Emily: Uhhh, yeah, something weird just happened. 

Dr. Night: Hmmm, did Nirvay just ask you to the dance? 

Emily: How did you know? 

Dr. Night: I see your chemistry. We put you both on the same planning committee for a reason.  

Emily: What? Dr. Night! 

Dr. Night: Well, did it work? 

Emily: I don’t know. I mean he’s nice and he’s helped me through some rough times.  

Dr. Night: But? 

Emily: I haven’t thought about him in that way. 

Dr. Night: But you haven’t thought about him in that way... yet. 

Emily: (sighs)  

Dr. Night: I suggest you give him a try. He’s a nice guy. 

Emily: Thanks Dr. Night. 

Dr. Night: Okay, I’ll see you at the Valentines event! 

Emily: Right… 

(music transition) 

Sumin: Nirvay said what? 

Emily: Nirvay asked me to the Valentines Day event. 

Sumin: You see! I knew he liked you! 

Emily: What? You knew? 
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Sumin: Come on! It was so obvious. Everyone could tell.  

Emily: How was I so blind? 

Sumin: Well, you’ve been busy. But what are you gonna tell him? 

Emily: (sigh) Dr. Night said I should give him a try. 

Sumin: I agree. 

Emily: He is really nice. 

Sumin: And pretty handsome. 

Emily: (laughs) You’re not wrong. 

Sumin: So? 

Emily: Okay, I’ll give him a chance. 

Sumin: Yes! 

Emily: I’ll text him right now.  

(transition music) 

Maria: Welcome everyone to ISA’s Valentines Day event! All of the couples out there look 

wonderful. We hope you all have fun and please don’t feel shy to dance! We have some slow 

dances coming up soon! And for all the single people, the buffet is now open!  

Sumin: Wow, this place looks so nice! 

Emily: Thank you! It was fun setting everything up. 

Sumin: With Nirvay? 

Emily: (laughs) Yeah, that was fine, too. 

Sumin: Just fine?! Do you feel shy when you talk about him or something? 

Emily: Umm, I guess. I don’t know anything about dating because Alex was my first boyfriend. 

Sumin: It’s okay. It takes time.  

(Nirvay walks up) 
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Nirvay: (clears throat) Hey, Emily... you look beautiful. 

Emily: (laughs) Oh, thank you. You look beautiful, too. 

(Nirvay and Emily both laugh nervously)  

Nirvay: Ummm, would you like to dance?  

Emily: Sure. 

(walking sounds) (slow dance song starts to play) 

Nirvay: I’m glad you said yes to being my date tonight. 

Emily: Yeah, this is nice.  

(pause)  

Nirvay: So you already know that I really like you.  

Emily: Yeah? 

Nirvay: Do you like me back? 

Emily: Yeah, I think so. 

Nirvay: Well, Dr. Night has been encouraging me for a while, but I knew you had a boyfriend.  

Emily: What? You knew he was setting us up? 

Nirvay: He has been giving me hints since the first event. 

Emily: What? 

Nirvay: He made me realize my feelings for you. 

Emily: Dr. Night made me realize my feelings, too. 

Nirvay: So now that I know how you feel would you be my girlfriend?  

Emily: I would like that. Yeah, I’ll be your girlfriend. 

Narrator: 

That’s the end of our sixth episode of Tough Love. A lot of things have happened so far. Did you 

predict that Nirvay and Emily would start dating? What do you think happens next? Let us know 
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at alleande.com. We’ll see you next week for the next episode of Play it by Ears’ story, Tough 

Love. 

 


