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Episode 5: The Truth 

Narrator: 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the final episode of our five part story, Who did it?.  If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Who did it?, Sara interviewed Kenji, 

Nina and Risa Sato. Bruce was there as well. Together, they told what happened the night 

before Grandma Sato died. Now, Chris and Sara will meet up to discuss what they have found.  

 

(In the kitchen of the Sato’s vacation home. Daytime) 

Sara: Chris, there you are. 

Chris: Did you finish your interview? 

Sara: Yes, but there was no one who stood out as the murderer. 

Chris: Same here. 

Sara: You mean no one was suspicious? 

Chris: Well, this wasn’t a regular interview, so I was playing it by ear. I can’t fact check 

everything they said, so in a way everyone is suspicious. 

Sara: I agree. The Satos were equally suspicious.  

Chris: I think we need to figure out who it is through other methods. 

Sara: Are you suggesting we look around the house? 

Chris: Exactly.  

Sara: Well, I don’t want to keep doubting you, but I think it would be best if we search the house 

together. 

Chris: No problem, I understand where you’re coming from.  
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(transition music) 

Sara: This looks like the room Grandmother Sato was staying in.  

Chris: There’s a cup on the table by the bed.  

Sara: It looks like tea. (sniff) It doesn’t smell like anything.  

Chris: Let me smell it. (sniff) It smells like almonds. 

Sara: Almonds? 

Chris: Let me look on my phone, if that smell means anything.  

(phone click) 

Chris: It says that cyanide smells like almonds to some people. 

Sara: The funeral home said that cyanide was in her blood. 

Chris: So the killer put the poison in her drink... 

Sara: Let’s go back to the kitchen. Maybe the poison is in there. 

(transition music)  

Chris: We’ve searched all the cabinets and we can’t find the rat poison.  

Sara: (sigh) We’ll have to check the other rooms then.  

(transition music)  

Sara: I think this is Nina and Kenji’s room. The bed is larger than the other rooms.  

Chris: I’ll check the closet.  

Sara: I got the drawers.  

(footsteps) 

Sara: Chris, come over here. 

Chris: What? 

Sara: I found something. 

Chris: What is it? 
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Sara: It’s the rat poison. 

Chris: Whose drawer is this? 

Sara: Well, it’s full of men’s clothing.  

Chris: The murderer was Kenji! 

Sara: We need to get the family all together. I’ll take a picture of this for the police. 

Chris: I’ll call the cops. 

(transition music)  

(knock on the door) 

Risa: Who is that? 

Sara: We’ve called the police.  

Chris: I’ll get the door.  

(footsteps) (door opens) 

Chief Marissa Park: Hello, is this the Sato residence?  

Chris: Yes. Please come in. 

Marissa: I’m Chief Marissa Park, and this is officer Sam Hunter. 

Officer Sam Hunter: Afternoon.  

Marissa: On the phone you said a murder occured here? 

Sara: Yes. It was thought to be a normal death, but we have evidence that it was a murder. 

Sam: And the suspect is in this room? 

Sara: Yes. We have reason to believe it was Kenji Sato.  

Kenji: What? 

Chris: We found the rat poison in your clothing drawer. 

Kenji: But I would never kill my mother! I love her! 

Daisuke: Are you sure? Your family is going to receive only 30% from Grandma’s will. 
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Kenji: The money never mattered to me!  

Nina: Stop! It wasn’t him! It was me!  

Risa: Mom! 

Takashi: Why did you do it, Aunty Nina? 

Nina: I put the rat poison in his drawer because I didn’t know where else to hide it!  

Kenji: Why did you do this? 

Nina: The money may not matter to you, but it matters to me! You worked so hard for not even 

50%!  

Kenji: We all know Hanako is the better kimono maker. It makes sense.  

Hanako: But how did you know about the will? 

Nina: Well, last night, when I went to get some water I saw your mother sitting outside. When I 

went to see why she was still awake, she asked me to get her some tea.  

Hanako: And? 

Nina: When I went into the kitchen, I saw the will document halfway out of her purse. I couldn’t 

believe what I saw. I was filled with rage. It’s not fair! 

Kenji: But she was my mother! 

Nina: And you’re her son, and she gave you nothing! So I took the rat poison and put it in her 

tea.  

Marissa: That’s enough, ma’am. I think you need to come down to the station with us.  

Nina: I’m so sorry Kenji, Risa. (cries) 

(footsteps and handcuffs clicking) 

Sam: You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be used against you in 

a court of law. You have the right to an attorney. If you cannot afford an attorney…  
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Narrator 1: 

That’s the end of our last episode of Who did it?. Did you think Nina was the killer? Tell us how 

you feel about the ending at alleande.com. Thank you for listening to our story Who Did It? 

Subscribe to Play It By Ear’s podcast for more future content.  

 

Narrator 2: The writers of this show were Raquel Reinagel and Linda Wong. Thanks to our voice 

actors Takumi Aoki, Mery Dias Ortega, Takahiro Iimura, Betsy Gilliland, Shinsuke Kondo, Minori 

Murata, Hitoshi Nishizawa, James Nokes, Moeko Norota, Raquel Reinagel, and Linda Wong. 

Music for this podcast by Andrew Kim and Alice Emily. Thanks for listening! See you next time. 
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