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Episode 4: Troubled Waters 
 

 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the fourth episode of our eight part story, Tough Love.  If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Tough Love, Emily and Sumin met a 

few members of ISA. Alex called, but Emily couldn’t talk for long. The last episode was set in 

August and this episode is set two months in the future in late October. It is now midterm 

season and everyone is busy. Let’s see how everyone handles being busy. 

 

(Bookstore- Daytime)  

Nook: We are almost finished for today. How have your midterms been?  

Alex: (sigh) It’s been crazy. On top of working here, I’m taking six classes. 

Nook: Woah, when I was a freshmen I only took four classes. 

Alex: Yeah. I want to graduate as soon as I can. 

Nook: What’s your major again? 

Alex: Education. 

Nook: Oh. I wouldn’t have guessed you would be in education. 

Alex: My parents are teachers, so it makes sense to me.  

Nook: Oh, Ok.How’s your girlfriend?  

Alex: (Inhale) I’m not too sure to be honest. She hasn’t been calling me as much as before. She 

says she’s busy.  

Nook: Oh. Are midterms at the same time for her, too? 

Alex: Yeah, but she’s been busy with some school club, too. 
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Nook: What club? 

Alex: International student association or something like that. 

Nook: Oh! I’m in that club on our campus, too. That’s how I met my girlfriend.  

Alex: Oh, really?  

Nook: Yeah! We worked on the same event and I had a crush on her for two years. Right before 

she left to go home, I confessed my feelings. I was so surprised when she said she liked me 

too, but she was scared of what other people would think of our relationship.  

Alex: And you’ve been long distance for a year now? 

Nook: Yup 

Alex: How often do y’all talk?  

Nook: It depends. I try to send her pictures of what I’m doing throughout the day, but we usually 

don’t talk on the phone everyday. We try to be flexible with our schedules and try to talk maybe 

once a week.  

Alex: Uh-huh 

Nook: It looks like we are all done with work. Good job today! 

Alex: Thanks, you too. I’ll see you tomorrow bright and early.  

(Transition music. Alex calls Emily) 

Emily: Hey, what’s up? 

Alex: Just finished work. 

Emily: Oh, how was it?  

Alex: The usual. 

Emily: Did you work with Nook again?  

Alex: Yeah, she was working the same shift.  

Nirvay: (in the background) Emily, did you send the invitations out yet? 
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Alex: Who is that? 

Emily: Oh, that’s Nirvay. He’s the committee coordinator for ISA.  

Alex: So you’ve been working with him a lot lately? 

Emily: Yeah, we’re assigned to the same event.  

Alex: What about Sumin? 

Emily: Oh, she’s working on a different event. 

Alex: So you’re just working with Nirvay alone? 

Emily: Yeah, but you know we’re just friends. 

Alex: (sigh) I don’t know how I feel about that. 

Emily: Come on, you work alone with Nook all the time and I don’t say anything.  

Alex: It’s not the same thing. Nook already has a girlfriend.  

Emily: What? You don’t trust me now? 

Alex: It’s not that I don’t trust you; I don’t trust other guys. 

Emily: Don’t be so sexist. I can take care of myself.  

Alex: Yeah, I can tell. You haven’t been calling me at all. 

Emily: (sigh) Look, I’ve been really busy. There’s a lot on my plate. I have midterms, this event, 

and I just got a new internship.  

Alex: You didn’t tell me you were applying for an internship. 

Emily: I didn’t want to say anything in case I didn’t get it. 

Alex: (sigh) I wish you’d tell me more. 

Emily: Well, on that note, I won’t be going back to Texas this winter break. 

Alex: What? Wait, why? 

Emily: The internship I got requires me to stay here. A lot of tourists come over winter break.  

Alex: But we were planning to spend Christmas together. 
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Emily: I know, but, this is a such great opportunity. It’s really competitive. I’m the only freshman 

who got it.  

Alex: That’s great, I guess, but I wish you thought of me before making such a big decision. 

Emily: It’s not that I didn’t think of you; I’m thinking of my future. 

Alex: Aren’t I in your future?  

Emily: Yeah, but… 

Alex: But? 

Emily: Why can’t you just be happy for me, Alex? 

Alex: I’m only happy with you. I haven’t even gotten to talk to you this whole week.  

Emily: I’m really sorry about that, but like I already said, things are busy. 

Alex: Too busy for me?  

Emily: Don’t say it like that.  

Alex: That’s how it sounds. 

Emily: I really don’t need this right now, Alex.  

Nirvay: (in the background) Emily, Maria needs to talk to you.  

Emily: (sigh) Alex, I got to go. 

Alex: You’re seriously going to hang up on me like this? 

Emily: Look, there’s a million things to do here. I’ll call you back when I’m done.  

Alex: Okay.  

Emily: I’ll talk to you later.  

Alex: Uh-huh. 

Emily: Bye. 

Alex: Bye. 
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(Hawaii, daytime) 

Emily: Nirvay, what did Maria need? 

Nirvay: I took care of it. Your phone call was too long. 

Emily: (sigh) Sorry about that. 

Nirvay: Is everything okay? 

Emily: Uh, not really 

Nirvay: What’s wrong?  

Emily: Just problems with my boyfriend. 

Nirvay: What happened? If you’re okay with me asking. 

Emily: Yeah, no it’s fine. He’s just been really overbearing recently.  

Nirvay: Mhm. 

Emily: He tries to call me everyday and then gets annoyed when I can’t answer the phone the 

first time.  

Nirvay: Oh. 

Emily: And now he’s being weird about me spending time with other people. 

Nirvay: I’m sorry to hear that.  

Emily: (sigh) I don’t know what I should do. I can’t handle this drama right now.  

Nirvay: Mmm 

Emily: He doesn’t seem to understand me. Like that internship I got. Instead of being happy for 

me, he was angry that I can’t come back home for Christmas. 

Nirvay: But that’s such a great opportunity for you. You should not limit yourself.  

Emily: Yeah. 

Nirvay: If he loves you, he should try to understand.  

Emily: Maybe I’ll tell him that when he calms down. 
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Nirvay: Well ISA has your back. 

Emily: Thanks, Nirvay.  

Nirvay: Anytime. I’m always here for you.  

 

Narrator: 

That’s the end of our fourth episode of Tough Love. Who’s side are you on? Alex or Emily’s? 

Let us know at alleande.com. We’ll see you next week for the next episode of Play it by Ears’ 

story, Tough Love. 

 


