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Episode 4: The Satos 

Narrator: 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the fourth episode of our five part story, Who did it? .  If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Who did it?,  Chris interviewed Hanako, 

Takashi, and Daisuke Yano. Together, they told what happened the night before Grandma Sato 

died. Now, let’s see what the Sato family says in their interview with Sara Johnson, the lawyer. 

 

(In the living room of the Sato’s vacation home. Daytime) 

Sara: I just want let you all know that I will record this conversation. Chris will also be recording 

the other conversation.  

Nina: Okay. 

Sara: Instead of a regular interview where I sit and and ask each person questions, in this 

interview I want it to be more like a conversation, since we are in a group.  

Bruce: Makes sense.  

Sara: So let’s start with what happened the night before Grandma Sato passed away. 

Kenji: In the afternoon, we were all at Risa’s graduation. 

Nina: Then we went to a restaurant to eat dinner. 

Risa: But Bruce wasn’t there. He had to work late at the bank.  

Sara: When did he join you all? 

Risa: He didn’t. After dinner, I went to go see him and we stayed out to celebrate.  

Nina: Right, after dinner she left and the rest of us came back here.  

Sara: And what happened when you got home? 
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Kenji: Nothing really happened. Mom wanted to play Hanafuda. 

Sara: Did everybody play?  

Kenji: Yes, after three games Takashi left. 

Nina: Yeah, he left kind of early. Did he say where he went? 

Kenji: He said he was going home. 

Risa: Well… 

Kenji: What, Risa? 

Risa: He did go home and later I went to his apartment, too.  

Nina: I thought you were out with Bruce all night? 

Risa: Bruce and I actually had a fight… 

Bruce: It’s true. 

Nina: About what? 

Risa: I want to go back to Japan now, but Bruce doesn’t want us to do long distance. 

Nina: Then why is Bruce here now? 

Risa: When Grandma died, I realized I should be with the people I love.  

Sara: Bruce, after the fight, did you go anywhere? 

Bruce: Yes. I went home.  

Sara: Can anyone confirm you were at home? 

Bruce: I only live with a cat, her name is Fluffy. She’s the best! 

Sara: (sigh) Okay. What was happening back at the house? 

Kenji: When Takashi left the house, Daisuke also left the room.  

Nina: I think I heard Daisuke talking on the phone. 

Sara: Do you know who he was talking to? 

Nina: He was using this sweet voice. It must have been his boyfriend, Chris. 
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Kenji: They try to spend a lot of time together when Daisuke visits Hawaii. They are long 

distance.  

Nina: But they talked on the phone for a long time. Even after I went to bed. Are you sure this 

Chris is trustworthy? He is dating one of the potential murderers. 

Kenji: Nina!  

Nina: I’m just saying! Chris is in control of a lot of things right now. 

Sara: We can’t control what’s happening in the other room, so let’s focus on this side of the 

story. 

Kenji: Right. 

Sara: So, Nina, you said you went to bed early. 

Nina: Yes, I get bad headaches often. Last night I had a headache so I went to bed really early.  

Sara: So you heard Daisuke on the phone when you went to bed, too? 

Nina: Of course! Houses in Hawaii have such thin walls. 

Kenji: Yeah, I heard you snoring. It was cute! 

Sara: Well, once Nina left and was snoring, what did the rest of you do? 

Kenji: Well, mom likes to talk about her childhood, so we listened to her for a while. Then we 

went to the backyard to listen to the waves.  

Sara: Did your mother eat or drink anything this whole time?  

Kenji: No, she usually doesn’t like to eat anything late at night. 

Nina: Yeah, she’s always been like that. 

Kenji: Then I started to get tired. Hanako agreed, and we left to go to sleep.  

Sara: And the next morning? 

Kenji: As I said before, I was on the phone with a client when I heard Hanako scream.  
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Nina: I remember running into the room and seeing your mother laying there so peacefully. She 

must have died in her sleep. 

Risa: I can’t believe she’s gone!  

Bruce: There, there. Here’s a tissue. 

Sara: Well, it seems like you have all told me the whole story. I’m going to step out and see if 

Chris is finished as well.  

 

Narrator: 

That’s the end of our fourth episode of Who did it? . Who do you think murdered Grandma Sato? 

Let us know at alleande.com. Tune in next week for the final episode of Play it by Ears’ story, 

Who did it? . 

https://www.alleande.com/

