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Episode 3: The Yanos 

Narrator: 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the third episode of our five part story, Who did it? .  If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Who did it?,  Sara Johnson, the family 

lawyer read the will. The will said that 70% of the money will go to Hanako and 30% to Kenji. 

Then Sara got a call and learned that Grandma Sato was poisoned. They think  that someone in 

the family murdered Grandma Sato. Sara split the two families up. Sara will interview the Satos 

and Chris will interview the Yanos. Let’s see what the Yano family says in their interview.  

 

(Inside the office of the Sato’s vacation home. Daytime) 

Chris: I just want to let you all know that I’m going to record this conversation. Sara will also 

record the other conversation. 

Hanako: Okay.  

Chris: This won’t be like a regular interview. It will be more like a discussion. Let’s start with 

what happened the night before.  

Hanako: After Risa’s graduation we all went to dinner, but you already know that, Chris, since 

you were there.  

Chris: Yes, can you explain it for the record though? 

Hanako: Everyone was at the restaurant except Bruce, because he had to work late at the bank. 

Daisuke: Huh, that’s suspicious…. Working late at the bank….. The same bank that we use.  

Takashi: That’s the same bank I work at. 

Daisuke: You are also suspicious! 
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Takashi: What? I wasn’t at the bank though. 

Chris: The poisoning couldn’t have happened at the restaurant because it was too early in the 

night. Let’s talk about what happened after eating dinner. 

Hanako: We all decided to come back here except Risa. She wanted to celebrate with her 

boyfriend after he was done with work.  

Daisuke: Yup, she left and you left, Chris. 

Chris: Yes, I had some work to do, so I went home early.  

Hanako: I guess we got back home at 8:00. Mom wanted to play Hanafuda. 

Chris: What’s Hanafuda? 

Takashi: It’s my favorite game to play with Grandma! It’s a Japanese matching card game. 

Daisuke: Ugh! Grandma won the game. Three times.  

Chris: Did she look sick when you all were playing the games? 

Hanako: No, not at all. 

Chris: Did she eat or drink anything? 

Takashi: No, she said she was full from dinner.  

Chris: What happened next? 

Daisuke: This is when I called you.  

Takashi: So that’s why you left the room.  

Daisuke: You left at the same time, too! 

Takashi: Yeah, I just went home.  

Daisuke: Are you sure you didn’t go anywhere else? 

Takashi: Why are you questioning me? I’m your brother. Come on! You should trust me! If 

anything, we should be questioning you! 

Hanako: Takashi, stop that! 
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Daisuke: Because I’m the least favorite grandchild! 

Hanako: That’s not true. She loved you! 

Daisuke: Are you kidding me? It’s so obvious! 

Chris: Why are you always doubting yourself?  

Daisuke: Even though I work so hard to market our kimono company, Grandma never 

acknowledged all of my hard work. And Takashi was just having fun in Hawaii!  

Takashi: You know it’s been hard for me here. 

Daisuke: But Grandma was secretly giving you money, wasn’t she? 

Hanako: What? 

Takashi: That’s true, but grandma told me not to tell anyone. 

Hanako: Why? 

Daisuke: See! He’s been hiding stuff from the family! 

Takashi: Let me explain… 

Daisuke: Oh! I want to hear this! 

Takashi: Grandma wanted me to make investments for the kimono company at my bank. I didn’t 

even get any of the money.  

Hanako: But why would she keep it a secret? 

Takashi: She didn’t want a lot of people to know,  just in case it failed.  

Chris: Ok, now that we know what Takashi did. Let’s focus on that last night. So what did you do 

after you talked to me, Daisuke?  

Daisuke: I took a shower and then went to bed. 

Chris: At what time? 

Daisuke: I don’t know, like 11? 

Chris: Ok. Hanako, what did you do when Daisuke and Takashi left? 
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Hanako: After they left, mom told old stories from her childhood memories to Kenji and me.  

Chris: Wait, where was Nina? 

Hanako: Oh, I think she said she had a headache, so she went to bed early. 

Chris: How long did you three stay up? 

Hanako: Well, at around 11:30, we went to the backyard to listen to the ocean.  

Chris: And then? 

Hanako: Around midnight, Kenji and I were tired. So we decided to go to sleep, but mom 

wanted to stay up a little bit longer. We left her in the backyard.  

Chris: And? 

Hanako: And then the next morning… when I went to get her….. (cries) 

Chris: Oh, it’s ok. You know, let it out.  

Hanako: (sniffles) I’m sorry. I didn’t think she would leave us this quickly. 

Chris: You were expecting her to leave? 

Hanako: Not like that of course. I just mean she was 90 years old! She lived a good life.  

Takashi: Oh mom, you’re going to make me cry. 

Daisuke: (sigh) Here’s a tissue.  

Chris: (sigh) Well, I guess that the whole story. You all stay here, while I go talk to Sara. 

 

Narrator: 

That’s the end of our third episode of Who did it? . What are you opinions about the Yano 

family? Let us know at alleande.com. Tune in next week for the next episode of Play it by Ears’ 

story, Who did it? . 
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