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Episode 3: 
 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the third episode of our eight-part story, Tough Love. If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Tough Love, Emily met her roommate 

Sumin. Sumin suggested they both go to a welcoming event on campus. Let’s see what 

happens at the event.  

 

(On campus, outside of the ISA event- Daytime)  

Sumin: Oh! I think that’s the room for the International Student Association Welcome event. 

Dr. Night: Welcome! Welcome!  

Emily: Is this guy part of the club? 

Sumin: Yeah. He seems kind of old, right?  

Emily: Maybe he’s a non-traditional student? 

Dr. Night: Hmm,I can hear you guys and I’m actually the advisor for ISA.  

Sumin: What’s ISA? 

Dr. Night: Hmm good question. ISA means International Student Association. (pause) Oh, I see 

the club president. Maria, come over here!  

(Maria walks over) 

Maria: Yes, Dr. Night? 

Dr. Night: These are some new students that are joining the club. 

Emily: Actually we just came-- 

Dr. Night: You know, Maria, we should get them on a committee. 

Maria: Hold on, let me get Nirvay. He’s the committees leader. (pause) Nirvay! 
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(Nirvay walks over) 

Nirvay: Yes? Oh hello, Dr. Night. What’s up, Maria? 

Dr. Night: Nirvay, these ladies are interested in joining a committee. (pause) Oh! Oh, I see 

another student of mine. I’ll leave you to it, Maria.  

(Dr. Night walks away)  

Maria: I don’t think Dr. Night told us your names. 

Sumin: I’m Sumin, from Korea. 

Emily: uhhhh I’m Emily, from Texas.  

Maria: Oh but you don’t have a Texas accent. 

Emily: I actually grew up in North Dakota. 

Maria: Ah okay, I kinda hear that accent. 

Emily: Oh, yeah don’t you know? 

Maria: (Laugh) Well, I’m Maria, the president of ISA. 

Nirvay: And I’m Nirvay, the committee coordinator.  

Maria: I’m guessing that you actually didn’t volunteer to be on a committee so quickly, right? 

Emily: Yeah, we’re just freshmen. I literally just got here today. 

Nirvay: Well, if you like our event today, you should join us. We are looking for more people.  

(Maria’s phone vibrates) 

Maria: Sorry, I need to take this call. It’s the caterers.  

(Maria walks away) 

Nirvay: So how did you hear about the event? 

Sumin: Umm, I got an email about it, since I’m an international student. I thought it would be a 

good place to make new friends. 

Emily: Yeah, both of us don’t know anybody here, yet.  
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Nirvay: Let me be your first friend. 

Emily: But is it okay that I’m not an international student? 

Nirvay: Of course! As long as you’re interested in different cultures you can always join us! 

Emily: I don’t know too much about other cultures actually. 

Nirvay: Well, welcome to Hawaii the cultural melting pot.  

(phone buzzes) 

Sumin: Your boyfriend again? 

Emily: Yeah… I’ll call him back later. 

Nirvay: It looks like the food is here; let’s eat!  

(walks over) 

Maria: Welcome everyone to our ISA welcome event. We’re so glad everyone could make it 

today. ISA is a club that promotes global friendship and understanding. We welcome anyone to 

join our club and participate in our monthly activities. Look on our Facebook for our next event. 

For now, please eat the food and make some new friends. We look forward to see you join our 

ISA family! 

Sumin: Oh, let’s join this club!  

Emily: It seems interesting. 

Sumin: Come on, if you don’t join, it’ll be no fun. Plus if we join a committee, it will look good on 

our resume.  

Emily: Okay, okay. I’ll join with you.  

Sumin: Perfect! Plus I’ve seen some cute guys in the club. Nirvay seems pretty cool.  

Emily: Yeah, he’s pretty good-looking. 

Sumin: Careful! I thought you had a boyfriend? 
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Emily: Just because I have a boyfriend doesn’t mean I can’t acknowledge if someone is 

attractive. 

(phone vibrates) 

Sumin: Is it your boyfriend again? 

Emily: Yeah 

Sumin: That’s the third time today! 

Emily: I should probably answer this. I’ll be right back. (walks away) Hey. 

Alex: Are you okay? What happened? You didn’t answer my phone call earlier.  

Emily: Yeah, we stopped by this interesting event Sumin wanted to go to.  

Alex: You said you were just going to be walking around campus. 

Emily: We just ended up here. It seems like a cool club. I think I could make friends here. 

Alex: Well, it’s your first day. Don’t tire yourself out. 

Emily: I’m actually really excited. Hawaii has a lot more international people than I thought. I 

think I can learn a lot of new things here.  

Alex: Okay, as long as you have enough energy to send me a text about what you’re doing. 

Emily: I’ll update you as often as I can. 

(music starts playing) 

Alex: Emily, what’s that noise? 

Emily: Huh? I can’t hear you that well. 

Alex: What’s that noise? 

Emily: The noise? Oh, I think they’re starting to dance. Can l talk to you later?  

Alex: Okay, bye. 

Emily: Okay. Bye. 
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Narrator: 

That’s the end of our third episode of Tough Love. We have a question for you. Based on this 

first event, would you join the club? Let us know at alleande.com. See you next week for the 

following episode of Tough Love. 

 


