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Episode 2: The Will 

Narrator: 

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the second episode of our five part story, Who did it?.  If you have trouble 

understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of 

this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Who did it?, the late Sachiko Sato’s 

children, grandchildren, and others met at the Sato’s vacation home to read Grandma Sato’s 

will. A will is a document that states how a dead person’s money and property will be shared by 

those who are living. Now, Sara Johnson, the family’s lawyer, will read the will.  

 

(The Sato vacation home, daytime) 

Sara Johnson: Okay, let’s get started. I’m here today to read the last will and testament of 

Sachiko Sato. Oddly enough, her only existing will is in English. So, let’s begin. The document 

states: 

I, Sachiko Sato, a part-time resident of the State of Hawaii, declare this to be my Last 

Will and Testament. All wills made before this are canceled  

FIRST: I declare that the expenses of my funeral, shall be paid out of my remaining 

money.  

SECOND: My husband died 5 years ago, so I am a widow. I have the following children: 

Hanako Yano born on September 12, 1961 and Kenji Sato born on November 5, 1962. 

Hanako Yano has two sons, Takashi Yano and Daisuke Yano. Kenji Sato has a wife 

named Nina Sato and together they have one daughter, Risa Sato.  

THIRD: I give all personal property owned by me at the time of my death, including, 

clothing, jewelry, furniture, furnishings, household goods, automobiles and other 
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vehicles, to those of my children who survive me. Hanako Yano will receive 70% and 

Kenji Sato will receive 30%.  

 
Nina: What? Thirty percent for our family?  

Kenji: Calm down, let’s just listen to the rest of the document. 

(Phone rings) 

Sara: I’m sorry, but I need to answer this call. It’s the funeral home.  Hello? --- Yes, I’m Sara 

Johnson, Sachiko Sato’s lawyer. ---- You found what in her blood? --- Okay, okay. --- Thank you 

for letting me know. --- I need to hang up now, but I will call back soon. --- Goodbye. 

Kenji: What did they say?  

Sara: Your mother didn’t die of natural causes. She was poisoned.  

Daisuke: What? How? 

Sara: The funeral home said that she had high levels of the chemical cyanide in her blood, most 

likely from rat poison.  

Kenji: Rat poison? 

Hanako: Oh my goodness! 

Risa: We bought rat poison the other day. There was a rat problem when we got here.  

Bruce: But who eats rat poison? 

Sara: This means Grandma Sato was poisoned.  

Bruce: Oh... 

Takashi: Who would do such a thing right after Risa’s graduation? 

Risa: Maybe it was a suicide? Maybe she was disappointed in me. 

Kenji: That’s impossible. She was so proud of you. You were the first woman in our family to 

graduate from university.  

Chris: How much cyanide did they say was in her blood? 
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Sara: .75 grams 

Chris: Oh my god! That means she must have died within a few hours of eating it then.  

Hanako: But no one outside of the family was here that night. 

Chris: That means someone within the family must have given her the cyanide. 

Daisuke: Well, it wasn’t me if that’s what you’re thinking.  

Risa: Well, no one was blaming you. Why would you say that? 

Daisuke: Everyone knows I’m the least favorite grandchild.  

Chris: You’re my favorite. 

Daisuke: Now is not the time, Chris!  

Nina: Look at which sibling is getting the most money! I know Takashi’s student loans are large, 

and Hanako was struggling to pay them. If Hanako knew most of Grandma’s money was going 

to her, it would solve a lot of problems. 

Hanako: I knew nothing about this will!  

Bruce: Does this mean everyone in the family will die one by one? 

Takashi: (sigh) I think you’ve listened to too many drama podcasts, Bruce.  

Bruce: I am bored at work. Nothing exciting ever happens. 

Sara: Everyone stop. We need to figure out who did it. To make this easier, let’s split Hanako 

and Kenji’s family into two rooms. I’ll go and interview each group.  

Chris: I’ll interview the Yanos. 

Sara: What? Why? 

Chris: First of all, I’m a lawyer. If anything happens, I’ll be representing Daisuke in this situation.  

Sara: Alright. I’m not sure how I feel about it, but it will be faster this way.  

Kenji: Why are we splitting up? 
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Sara: As you have all heard, Grandma Sato’s money will be unequally given to Hanako and 

Kenji.  

Kenji: So? I personally don’t have a problem with that. 

Sara: I have a feeling this money division was the reason Grandma Sato is dead. Therefore, it 

would be better to split up the two families.  

Hanako: Let’s just listen to Mrs. Johnson. Takashi, Daisuke, Chris, and I will go to the office 

room.  

Kenji: Okay, then Mrs. Johnson, Risa, Nina, and I will just stay in the living room.  

Sara: Chris, can you talk with me for a moment?  

Chris: Sure thing. 

(walking sounds) 

Sara: This is a serious matter. Are you sure you can be fair? 

Chris: Ma’am, I take my job seriously. 

Sara: What if Daisuke did it? 

Chris: The law comes before my relationships.  

Sara: (sigh) Okay, but please record the conversation. I’ll do the same.  

Chris: I was already planning on recording it.  

Sara: All right. Sounds like a plan. Let’s just figure out what happened before we call the cops. I 

want a solid case before the police show up. 

Narrator: 

That’s the end of our second episode of Who did it?. What do you think Chris and Sara will find 

out from the interviews? Let us know at alleande.com. Tune in next week for the next episode of 

Play it by Ears’ story, Who did it?. 

 


