
1 

Episode 1: The Departure 
 

Narrator:  

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the first episode of our eight part story, Tough Love. This story is made for 

people who are listening English at an intermediate to advanced level. Extensive listening 

means listening to English that is very easy to understand. If you have trouble understanding 

this story, please ask us questions on www.alleande.com. We have a PDF version of this 

conversation on the website as well. Now, let’s start listening to Play it by Ear’s story, Tough 

Love. This first episode is called The Departure.  

 
Outside Alex’s truck, (daytime) 
 
Alex: Okay, I think that’s the last of it. Did you leave anything inside?  

Emily: Of course I didn’t. Don’t worry so much.  

Alex: I just don’t want to be halfway there and have to turn around. 

Emily: Fine. Let me go check one more time. I’ll go ahead and say bye to my parents, too. 

(Emily walks away) 

Alex:  Let me just check the traffic. (phone unlock sound) I don’t want her to miss her flight.  

(Emily walks back) 

Emily: I got everything. Ready to go? 

Alex: Yeah, let’s get in the car. Traffic looks fine for now.  

(car door opening & closing sounds, car start sounds)  

Emily: I can’t believe I’m leaving today. This summer went by so quickly. 

Alex: Yeah. This was the best summer with the best girlfriend. 

Emily: (laughs) Oh, Alex 
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Alex: We got to spend so much time together, but now you’re leaving me for Hawaii. 

Emily: Don’t say it like that. You know that the tourism business is really good in Hawaii. If I’m 

going to major in travel industry management, that’s where I should be.  

Alex: Yeah. I know, but it’s just... we’ve never been apart for that long. 

Emily: Well you said you would come visit me, right? 

Alex: Well, I didn’t get that job at the campus bookstore for nothing. I’m saving up for us.  

Emily: (laughs again) Try not to flirt with any pretty customers…  or handsome ones…  

Alex: Come on, you know I wouldn’t do that. I’ve never done anything like that for the two years 

we’ve been together. I would never hang out with another girl. 

Emily: Well, you don’t have to limit yourself either. Girls and guys can be friends, too. 

(honking sounds) 

Alex: Ah man, there’s traffic. We’re gonna be late. 

Emily: We’ll have time. I promise  

(Alex honks horn) 

Emily: Hey, relax. Honking the horn isn’t going to fix anything.  

Alex: People are in my way. I have places to go.  

Emily: Okay. Let’s just take the next exit and drive on the back roads then. 

Emily: Awww, remember when we first met? 

Alex: Yeah. I remember when you transferred schools and sat by me in math class. 

Emily: Ugh I hate math. I was so nervous.  

Alex:  Because you were sitting next to me, right ? 

Emily: (laughs) Yeah, that was part of it. Mostly it was because I came all the way from North 

Dakota to Texas.  

Alex: I took the first chance I could to show you around the school. 
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Emily: Yeah, but you took forever to ask me out!  

Alex: You were my first girlfriend! I didn’t know what to do! 

Emily: Well I’m glad you did something. I love you.  

Alex: I love you, too. You’re the best thing that ever happened to me. I’m really going to miss 

you. 

Emily: I’m going to miss you, too. But I’m sure you’ll get busy with school and all.  

Alex: Yeah, but I still have all my friends from high school. You’re the one I’m worried about. 

Emily: What are you saying? I’ve already been talking to my new roommate over Facebook. 

She seems nice.  

Alex: Ah, I’m glad I’m not living in a dorm. I don’t like sharing my space.  

Emily: Well it was my only choice. Renting a room in Hawaii is so expensive. 

Alex: I hope she’s not a party girl. Don’t have any wild beach parties with all those hot surfers 

out there. 

Emily: Maybe the beach parties… minus the hot surfers. 

Alex: Well…  it looks like we’re at the airport. Let me help you with your bags in the back. 

(Car door sounds) 

Emily: I can’t believe this is happening? What if things change, Alex? 

Alex: Emily, nothing’s going to change except the time difference. We’ll call each other every 

day. It’ll be fine. Plus, I got this for you. It’s a ring to remind you how much I care about you. 

Emily: Awww that’s so sweet. I didn’t get you anything though.  

Alex: That’s okay. Maybe you’ll find something nice for me out in Hawaii.  

(Pause)  

Emily: So this is it… 

Alex: Yeah. Call me when your plane lands. Ok?  
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Emily: Of course.  

Alex: Hopefully there’s no flight delays. 

Emily: It’s okay. I’ll just play it by ear. I guess I should go.  

Alex: Okay… I love you. 

Emily: I love you, too. 

 

Narrator: 

That’s the end of our first episode of Tough Love. What do you think will happen when Emily 

goes to Hawaii? Do you know what Tough Love means? Let us know at alleande.com. Tune in 

next week for the next episode of Play it by Ears’ story, Tough Love. 

 

 


