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Partners in Crime 
 

Intro:  

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the last episode of our first four part story, Crime Doesn’t Pay.  

Previously on, Crime Doesn’t Pay, Officer Sam Hunter interviewed the security guard, Bruce. 

The security guard explained his view of the robbery. He also mentioned that the teller dislikes 

his job at the bank and has a lot of student debt. Then Chief Marissa Park interviewed the teller, 

Takashi Yano. Takashi admitted to disliking his job. He also claimed that he inherited a lot of 

money from his grandmother, so he didn’t need the teller job anymore. Both the teller and the 

security guard mentioned that the CEO left the building early. Now, Chief Park is checking the 

computer system to see how much the robber and his accomplice stole. It’s finally time to finish 

this case, Crime Doesn’t Pay. 

 

Aloha Bank, 12:30pm 

Chief Park: Do you know how much was stolen? 

Takashi: I can’t tell you an exact number from memory, but we can look it up. I can check the 

computer system. 

Chief: Okay, let’s go. 

Takashi: Okay..., lemme... just... log…. in---- 

 

Sam Hunter: Hey chief, I just finished talking with the security guard. Uh... Can I talk to you 

alone for a second? 

Chief: Sure.  

(walks away from Takashi) 
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Sam : Chief, I think it was the teller. 

Chief: Why? 

Sam : The security guard said that the teller was looking to quit and he has a lot of debt. Seems 

like a pretty good clue for a robbery. 

Chief: The teller told me that, too.  

Sam : Oh really? 

Chief: Yeah. But I don’t think he’s our guy. His debt just got paid by a family member. 

Sam : Oh… 

Chief: What happened to the security guard pushing buttons? 

Sam : Ah standard protocol. Nothing out of the ordinary there. It seemed like he was trying his 

best to help the situation. 

 

Takashi: Umm, excuse me. 

Chief: Yes? 

Takashi: I think I’ve found something on the computer. 

Chief: okay 

(walks over) 

Takashi: So on here... it was logged that after the robbery we lost $500, 000. 

Sam: uh-huh 

Takashi: But if you look here,... earlier in the week there was a withdrawal of $100,000. And 

that’s happened every week for the past few months 

Chief: Who approved these withdrawals? Which teller! 

Takashi: As a teller, we can’t take out more than $50,000. Lemme see who signed it off. 

Chief: Good idea  
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(typing) 

Takashi: (sharp inhale) Uhhhh it looks like (sharp inhale)… it’s the CEO who took it out!!! 

Sam : (gasp) Why? 

Takashi: I’m pretty sure that the CEO hasn’t signed any deals recently. If she had signed a deal, 

then the withdrawal would be okay. But this looks like it’s going straight to a secret account. 

Chief: That’s makes sense why she hasn’t contacted us! 

Sam : And that’s why she left early before the robbery. 

(in the distance, we Bruce say ‘Hello, Ms. Richards. Did you enjoy your lunch?’) 

Grace: Yes, I did. I’ll be in my office. 

Takashi: That’s her! That’s the CEO! 

 

Chief: Let’s go!!!!  Officer Hunter, call for backup. 

(walks to CEO’s office) 

Chief: (knocks on door) Grace Richards? Can you open the door?  

Sam : It’s the police. We wanted to ask you some questions about the robbery.  

(there is a crash inside the room) 

Chief: Let’s go in. 

Sam : But backup isn’t here, yet.  

Chief: There’s no time left!! Let’s….. play it by ear.  

(They open the door) 

Sam : She’s not here. 

Chief: It looks like she broke that vase while trying to leave through the door. Hurry up, let’s go. 

(Chief runs through door and Sam follows) 
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Police woman: Stop, put your hands up! 

Grace: ugh (clicking of handcuffs) 

Police woman: We got her, Chief.  

Grace: Why on Earth are you arresting me? I’ve been working with you. 

Chief: Ma’am, there’s no police report from you. As Chief, I would know.  

Grace: Well... I’ve been very busy in my office. 

Sam : Chief, while we were running, I picked up this phone. It looks like last call was from the 

police station.  

Grace: Don’t you bring him into this! 

Chief: Him? 

Grace: I mean... that’s when I called you guys. 

Sam : It was a call from the police station yesterday, ma’am. We were both at the station. Our 

phones didn’t ring. 

Grace: Listen... uhh ...Shanon made me do it. He’s been stalking and threatening me. 

Sam : (sharp inhale) I’m not so sure if that’s true. Why is there a picture of you and Shannon 

kissing on your phone? 

Police Woman: Chief!  we didn’t have time to tell you earlier, but while you were at the bank, 

Shannon Jay told us that Grace Richards had been taking money from the bank and the FBI 

found out.  

Grace: Shut up! 

Police Officer: Back at the police station Shannon said Grace had a plan to rob the bank and 

they would leave the country together. She promised to marry him. 

Grace: That’s a lie!  
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Chief: I think it’s time to take her to the station. That ring on her finger says enough. Grace 

Richards, it looks like you and Shannon Jay won’t be leaving the country anytime soon. Officer, 

take her away. The case is closed. 

(outro music) 

 

That’s it for our series, Crime Doesn’t Pay. Even though the CEO had a lot of money, it seems 

that crime really doesn’t pay. Was your guess correct? Did you think it was the CEO? Were you 

surprised? Tell us how you feel about the ending at alleande.com. Make sure to subscribe for 

more content coming soon. Thank you for listening to this podcast, Play it by Ear. 


