
The Inside Jobs 

 

Intro:  

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the third episode of our first four part story, Crime Doesn’t Pay.  If you have 

trouble understanding this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF 

version of this conversation on the website as well. Previously on, Crime Doesn’t Pay, Chief 

Marissa Park interviewed an anxious hostage. The hostage, who witnessed the robbery, told the 

story from his point of view. It was a long day for Chief Park. The hostage mentioned the 

security guard and the teller as other witnesses. Now, Chief Park and Officer Hunter are going 

to the bank to interview the two new suspects.  

 

Outside of Aloha Bank, 11am 

Sam Hunter: Chief… wasn’t that the CEO of Aloha Bank that just passed? That’s the one we 

saw on the news yesterday.  

Chief Park: Oh yeah, I forgot about her... She hasn’t contacted the police yet.  

(car door closes) 

Sam: Well, she just got in a car. Maybe we’ll talk to her after her lunch break. 

Chief: Yeah, that sounds like a good idea. She has to come back. She’s in charge. Let’s go talk 

to the teller and the security guard.  

(Walk into the bank) 

Sam: Ope, uh there’s the security guard.  

Chief: You take him; I’ll go find the teller. 

Sam: Sounds like a plan, Chief.  



 

Sam approaches the security guard.  

Sam: Excuse me, are you Taeka No-Ro-duh? 

Bruce: It’s Taka Norota, but you can call me Bruce. 

Sam: Bruce... so you’re the security guard here, right? 

Bruce: Yes. 

Sam: Were you the security guard that was working during the robbery on December 30th? 

Bruce: Yes. 

Sam: Okay. So can you tell me what happened that day? 

Bruce: Yes...The crime was near closing time. Around 4:55pm. I was doing my usual closing 

routine. 

Sam: I see. Was there anyone else in the bank? 

Bruce: Only this little man. The CEO left a few minutes before. The last teller was doing 

something on the computer.  

Sam: So only you, the customer, and the last teller were in the bank? 

Bruce: Yes. 

Sam: Okay, so what happened? 

Bruce: I was at my station when I heard the door open. I looked at the door and a man in all 

black was holding a gun.  

Sam: What did you do next? 

Bruce: Well, I immediately pushed the emergency button, but the police came later than I 

expected. 

Sam: Was the button not working properly? 

Bruce: I think so. I’m not sure.  



Sam: Well, after you pressed the button, what did you do? 

Bruce: By that time, the robber was holding the hostage, so I couldn’t shoot my gun. The robber 

threatened me. 

Sam: What did he say? 

Bruce: Get down. 

Sam: Okay (short laugh)  ... what happened next? 

Bruce: While the robber went to the teller, I pushed the buttons on the wall.  The robber was not 

looking. 

Sam: uh-huh 

Bruce: The buttons lock the main entrance so nothing can get out. By then, the hostage, robber, 

and teller were in the back room. After that, I called 911.  

Sam: How long was it until the police came? 

Bruce: The robber already left. Somehow he knew the main door code. He tried to shoot me, so 

I shot back at him once. Then it was over. I waited for the police and then I let out the people in 

the back room. 

Sam: Okay. Some sources told me that the teller was not acting normal. Can you tell me what 

the teller was doing? 

Bruce: The teller had no expression. But tellers are told to be calm in these types of situations. 

But the teller has been acting strange lately.  

Sam: How so? 

Bruce: The teller has been complaining to me a lot during our lunch break. He says the bank is 

not paying him enough. He’s overworked and stressed out by his student debt. He has a lot of 

student loans.  

Sam: So he’s been worried about money recently? 



Bruce: Yes.  

Sam: You’re kinda a ‘Yes man,’ aren’t you? 

Bruce: Yes.  

Sam: haha okay, I think I have enough information for now. Thank you for cooperating.  

Bruce: Yes... Anytime. 

Sam: hmmm I wonder if Chief Park has found the teller yet.  

 

Chief Marissa Park and the Teller Meet, 11:15am 

Chief: Hi, are you the bank teller that was here on the day of the robbery? 

Takashi: Yes, I was working that day. 

Chief: Can you tell me your name? 

Takashi: I’m Takashi Yano. I’ve been working here for 2 years.  

Chief: Okay, can I ask you a few questions about the robbery? 

Takashi: Sure, ask away. 

Chief: What happened to you, on that day? 

Takashi: Most of the day was like a regular work day.  

Chief: There was nothing strange earlier that day? 

Takashi: Uh, it was strange that the CEO left early. 

Chief: She left early? 

Takashi:  Mhm, usually she’s the last one out. She likes to check the locks after everyone 

leaves. 

Chief: Did she say anything when she left? 

Takashi: She said she had a meeting…. The only reason I saw her was because I was handing 

in my two-week notice. I turned it in so I can quit my job. 



Chief: Why do you want to quit this job? 

Takashi: They don’t pay me enough... I realized recently that this bank is paying me less than 

the other tellers... It is because I am an immigrant, but I’m now a citizen... But my salary still 

hasn’t changed!!! 

Chief: Oh 

Takashi: I came here for school and now I have a lot of det. I thought this job would help me to 

pay off my loans. 

Chief: Have you been frustrated with the bank. 

Takashi: Of course, but I didn’t have any other choice.  

Chief: So... why are you quitting?? 

Takashi: It doesn’t mean I stole the money!!!... Actually... my grandmother passed away recently 

and she was rich. Her money is enough to pay off my loans.  

Chief: What are you gonna do after the bank job? 

Takashi: Now that I’m a citizen, I can work at a better place.  

Chief: Interesting... I see. 

Takashi: Yeah, so on the day of the robbery, I turned in my two-week notice when the CEO was 

leaving. 

Chief: What happened after that? 

Takashi: A few minutes later a customer came in. He looked like he was in a hurry… but 

suddenly a man dressed in all black with a gun came into the bank.  

Chief: What did he do? 

Takashi: He grabbed the customer and told the guard to get down.  

Chief: Did you push any alarm? 

Takashi: No, the alarm button has been broken since I’ve been here. 



Chief: Did the security guard try to help? 

Takashi: He pushed the emergency button, but since there was a hostage, he couldn’t really do 

much.  

Chief: Right 

Takashi: Then the robber told me to open up the back room.  

Chief: hmm 

Takashi: And I didn’t want to get hurt, so I did whatever he said.  

Chief: How were you feeling? 

Takashi: Of course, I was scared, but... my instincts told me to remember our job training. It 

says to stay calm and do whatever the criminal says. That’s the best way to stay safe.  

Chief: Good. What did he tell you to do after that. 

Takashi: He told me to stand by the door and then when he was done, I got on the ground. 

Chief: How did he open the vault? 

Takashi: I don’t know how, but he already knew the vault code  

Chief: You didn’t tell him the code? 

Takashi: I actually don’t know the code to the main vault. Us regular tellers don’t know that 

much information. Only the higher-ups know.  

Chief: uh-huh 

Takashi: But after I was on the ground, the security guard let us out... We didn’t have to wait too 

long. 

Chief: Do you know how much was stolen? 

Takashi: I can’t tell you an exact number from memory, but we can look it up. I can check the 

computer system. 

Chief: Let’s go do that. 



 

That’s it for this week’s episode. We’re in the middle of an interview right now, but who do you 

think is the accomplice? We have a few suspects, but have you figured out who did the crime 

based on these interviews? Tell us your ideas at alleande.com. Tune in next week for the last 

episode of Play it by Ear’s story, Crime Doesn’t Pay. 


