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Partners in Crime 
 

Narrator:  

Welcome to Play it by Ear, a podcast for extensive listening designed for English language 

learners. This is the first episode of our four part story, Crime Doesn’t Pay. This story is made 

for people who are learning English at an intermediate to advanced level. Extensive listening 

means listening to English that is very easy to understand. If you have trouble understanding 

this story, please ask us questions on alleande.com. We have a PDF version of this 

conversation on the website as well. Now, sit back, relax, and enjoy Play it by Ear’s first story, 

Crime Doesn’t Pay. This first episode is called Partners in Crime.  

 
Police Station. Day 1:30pm 
(Large commotion of the criminal, Shannon Jay, coming into the station) 
 

Shannon Jay: Get your hands off me! You think I can’t walk into an interview room by myself? 

Sam Hunter: Oh hey Chief, I see y’all caught the guy who robbed that bank yesterday. 

Chief Marissa Park: Yeah... we caught him in a convenient store close by.  

Sam: How ‘bout the money? 

Chief: He had about $10,000 on him, but we know that he must’ve taken more. He probably hid 

the rest. We still need to check the bank to see how much was taken altogether. 

Sam: Damn. Well maybe he’ll talk in the interview room. 

Chief: Sounds like a job for you. You’re on the case 

Sam: (laughs awkwardly) 

Chief: Get in there. 

Sam: Wait, but I’m not really familiar with the robbery. What do I need to interview him about? 

Chief: Okay... so yesterday at around 4:55pm, the main branch of Aloha Bank was robbed. 
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Sam: Uh huh  

Chief: The robber was able to convince one of the tellers to get him into the back room, but 

somehow the robber already knew the codes to the main vault. 

Sam: Huh. 

Chief:  The guy we caught today matches the security footage of the robber in the bank. What’s 

funny is that he was buying a lottery ticket at a convenience store. The worker had recognized 

him from the news. Then the worker called us.  

Sam: Ah okay 

Chief: I guess the thief was feeling lucky after his bank robbery, so he decided to test his luck on 

a lottery ticket, too. 

Sam: Heh, but he sounded pretty upset when he came in. Do you think he’ll talk?  

Chief: Well.. only one way to find out. Get in there, kid. 

 

Interrogation Room. Day 2pm 

Saml: Okay, I’ve started the recorder. I’m going to now put the recorder in front of you, Mr Jay. 

Shannon: Okay. 

Sam: This is Officer Sam Hunter, badge number 779. It is December 30, 2018 at 2pm. Can you 

please state your name and date of birth? 

Shannon: Shannon Jay, born October 1, 1972.  

Sam: Okay Shannon, can you tell me what happened at the bank yesterday? 

Shannon: Well, I think you know already. You’re the ones that caught me. 

Sam: Yes, but for the record please explain what happened. 

Shannon: Mmm, well, uh, yesterday at around 4:55pm I took out some money from the bank 

for-  for a little vacation. 
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Sam: Was this legal? 

Shannon: Uh, technically, no. 

Sam: So, why’d you do it? 

Shannon: Hmmm. Let’s just say a cliche; love made me do it.  

Sam: So, are you saying you had a partner? 

Shannon: Uh, I want a lawyer. I want my lawyer. That’s all you get from me. I’m not talking 

anymore. 

Sam: Alright, sir. Then another officer will be in soon to take you to another room. If you have 

anything more to say, please feel free to let us know.  

Shannon: Hey, I’m gonna take that one phone call now.  

Sam: You can have your one phone call after you’ve been processed in our jail system, Mr. Jay. 

 

Police Station. Day 2:30pm 
(Officer Sam Hunter walks up to Chief Marissa Park) 
 
Chief: Didya get anything good? 

Sam: (sighs) not much. I think he has a partner though. 

Chief: Okay, that’s a start. Now... where do we go next?... Can you think of anything? 

(news sound) 

Sam: (sigh) I got nothing. Can anyone turn down that TV? 

Chief: Wait, turn that up!!! 

CEO Grace Richards: The robbery of our bank is a tragedy. Thousands of dollars were taken. I 

am told that the police have just caught the man that committed this crime. It is obvious that our 

bank system had some security flaws. I, Grace Richards, CEO of Aloha Bank, am personally 
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going to get down to the bottom of this. I can’t imagine who could dare to do such a thing. We 

will be working with the police to fix this situation.  

Chief: hmmm Interesting…  

Sam: Chief, did she contact you?  

Chief: Not yet, but maybe we’ll hear something in the next few hours. 

Mac Hagan III: Ummm, excuse me. I’m here because someone wanted to interview me? I was 

one of the hostages. 

Chief: Oh, you must be Mac Hagen. 

Mac: Yes, it’s actually…Mac Hagen the 3rd.  

Chief: Mac Hagen…. the 3rd? 

Mac: Mmm! Mac Hagen the 3rd. 

Chief: Alrighty, I can interview you. If you would please come this way.  

Mac: Okie dokie. 

Ending music plays 

Narrator: 

That’s it for this week’s episode. Given the evidence we have now, who do you think is the 

partner in crime? Tell us who you think helped Shannon Jay on alleyesandears.com. Tune in 

next week for the next episode of Play it by Ears’ story, Crime Doesn’t Pay. 


